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November 6, 1908 



Bills of health report plague in Chile as follows: Iquique, September 
29, 2 cases of plague are in the lazaretto; there was 1 new case dur- 
ing the last 2 weeks. 

During the week ended October 10, 2 steamships and 1 American 
schooner were granted hi lis of health. They carried an aggregate 
personnel of 176 members of ci'ews, 50 cabin and 54 steerage pas- 
sengers. The 3 vessels were fumigated. 

The following is the last report on plague in Peru received from 
the Director de Salubridad publica: 
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Summary, month of September, 1908. 

Vessels fumigated 8 

Vessels inspected 2 

Members of crews inspected > 686 

Cabin passengers inspected 250 

Steerage passengers inspected 252 

Health certificates issued to steerage passengers 212 

Persons vaccinated 333 

Pieces of baggage inspected and passed 21 

Pieces of baggage disinfected 247 



RUSSIA. 



Report from St. 



Petersburg — System of combating cholera — Disinfec- 
tion — Hospital service. 



Passed Assistant Surgeon Grubbs reports, October 14, from Paris: 

By permission of the president of the sanitary commission 1 inspected 
thp system now in operation against cholera at St. Petersburg, and 
examined the cases at the Botkine Memorial Hospital. 

lii ordinary times ^the city (approximately 1,500,000 inhabitants) 
is divided into 11 sanitary districts, each with its sanitary inspectors 
and 1 ambulance station. House-to-house inspections are made at all 
times. The ambulance stations are simply out-patient dispensaries or 
ambulatoria, where all who apply for any disease are treated or sent to 
hospitals. 

To meet the present situation, this system has been amplified by 
setting aside, in each station, certain rooms especially for cholera work 
where there are: (1) a physician on duty night and day ready to go 
instantly to see any case of illness that may be reported; (2) a corps of 
disinfectors, 2 of whom take charge of the rooms that may be infected, 
send all clothes, bedding, etc., to the central disinfecting plant and 
spray the walls and furniture with a bichloride solution; and (3) a vac- 
cination service, all applicants being injected with a heat-killed culture 
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of cholera organisms, 3 injections of approximately 1, li, and 2 c. c. 
being made at intervals of 4 or 5 days. The cultures are made at 
Moscow. 

In addition to the 11 original stations 11 more for cholera only have 
been established, each as described above, with the exception of the 
inoculation service. 

As soon as a suspected case is discovered the patient is at once con- 
veyed to the nearest hospital receiving cholera cases, and two disin- 
fectors take charge of the rooms with which the sick came in, contact. 
All easily movable articles are sent in covered carts to the city disin- 
fecting plant at the Botkine Memorial Hospital and the walls and 
furniture are sprayed with a bichloride of mercury solution. 

During the process, which requires from 24 to 36 hours, the healthy 
inhabitants of the quarters are invited to live free of charge at one of 
the 3 isolation stations of the city, a comfortable vehicle being pro- 
vided to carry them. On admission to tbe isolation building they 
are bathed, given a clean hospital suit of clothes, and their effects are 
steamed. They have good beds and are given good food. They may 
take anticholera inoculations if they wish, but no compulsion is used. 
If they refuse to come to the isolation station, the inspector simply 
tries to keep a special watch over them for a few days. 

The city disinfecting plant is a thoroughly up-to-date institution. 
It is intended that in it any article can be disinfected without damage. 
To this end there are 5 chambers, each having an opening on either 
side of a central wall. The first is a tank in which water boils; this is 
for soiled linen. The second is a chamber for formaldehyde (or other) 
gas, plus dry heat or steam. The third and fourth are steam cham- 
bers for steam under pressure. The fifth is a large chamber for for- 
maldehyde gas. 

The cause of the spread of the disease is admitted to be the city 
water. The entire water system is old and has been outgrown by 
the city. In many samples examined by the imperial laboratory 
cholera vibrios have been found. The intake, placed originally but 
a short distance up the Neva, has now some factories and many dwell- 
ings above it. Boiled water is now being distributed for drinking 
purposes, a small tank, from which the water is drawn through a 
faucet, being situated at almost every street corner, while large post- 
ers are displayed with the words "Do not drink raw water." 

FOREIGN AND INSULAR STATISTICAL REPORTS OF COUNTRIES AND 
CITIES — UNTABULATED. 

Algeria — Algiers. — Month of September, 1908. Estimated popu- 
lation, 155,000. Total number of deaths, 240, including enteric fever 
4, smallpox 13, diphtheria 2, measles 1, and 46 from tuberculosis. 

Azores — St. Michaels. — Month of July, 1908. Estimated popula- 
tion, 121,183. Total number of deaths, 319, including enteric fever 
3, scarlet fever 1, whooping cough 1, and 1 from tuberculosis. 

Bahama Islands — Turks Islands. — -Three weeks ended October 17, 
1908. Estimated population, 1,800. Total number of deaths, 3. 

Brazil — Sao Paulo, Santos, and Campinas. — Two weeks ended Sep- 
tember 20, 1908. Estimated population, 300,000. Total number of 



